


THE STORYTELLER

My Father was a L’.hlppcwa Indian. The L'.hlppcwnﬁ have a saying, “You must
know where you have I’.!tnr'l, in order to know who you are and where you are
51'_“?15. -
This belief is not crrigina! to the Cﬁlppcwaﬁ .‘_':lur'qtc“m_:_; has been around
as long has mankind has existed—in art, writing and speaking.

The world has always maintained an interest in storytelling; we call it
history. And for the most "F!art, the .-_-mi:.\ham-_-. in history has been focused en men

The .':-tﬂr_q.]tc“r.r' is a two-dimensional Fsicc.c of art that attempts to tell Her-
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Story in both art and writing.
The .:'rtc:r_gtr."cr in this piece is a female shaman. The nine circ

cncapsujatlng a Flsurc, describes :igh'c phs!ﬁcs in a woman's life and one direction
the shaman believes the world must adapt if the Barth and we are to survive.
Female shamanic F:gurcs have been uncarthcd that have proven to be tens

of thousands of years old. The same is true for Ficmna| draw:n55 that have been

c.i-]Cl"i

Faintcd and discovered on cave walls.
Invocation is the first Phanc in a woman's life where she realizes there is a

source, presence, b::.ing, (eall it what you like) that is Eigg,zzr than herself. 1t is
also a phasc where she realizes a pe rsonal relationship to that source can be
L:o.mi::_:rtrns as well as rcwarding. it does not matter the Fath she chooses to Find
that source—there are a thousand and they all lead to same center.

Divination is Icarnins how to listen I:.;:n that source. Some call the source the
still small voice, others call it the H::r|_4_.j 5p1rit, and some see visions or hear
messages from that source. In ancient times divination was a more formal process.
Divination is a skill every woman needs to cultivate. Prayer is ta”u'ng to God.
Divination is |i5tenin5.

Descent is a time that seems necessary to the human condition. The
Christian Bible refers to it as the *dark night of the soul.” It can come Fn”ﬂwins a
loss, a failure or seecing a part of what Paﬂchﬂ|n5iﬁt5 call *our shadow” and the
havoc it has caused in our life. Whatever the cause, descent is a time of aloneness,
darkness and despair, It is a time when nothing a person does to seek relief works.
It is a time of deep sorrow and grief. There is always an end to descent—however,
we can't Fru.-.h it to end or demand it to 5l;;.:|:|_ We can cm1_q endure it. In it's own
time, not ours, it will end. Much faith is needed during these dark nights. The
encouragement of friends and Family can also help. At the end of the darkness,
our long wait is rewarded. We will uncover new strengths and new parts of

ourselves. We will come to peace with our mistakes and the mistakes of others. A

new and better person emerges From the darkness into the [ight.
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Frotection is 5omct}1|ﬂ5 we need to Bive our5c|\rr.a and receive from athers E x'ﬂ e Ty
in moderation. Too much of it from either source will cause us to feel victimized £5ah P
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and weak. Too little of it will cause harm to others or ourselves. Protection is an
Impr_irtg;r'll pa rt of love when administered in the proper d{}f-ﬂgc:’-.

Hc.’-&.|ln5 is the process of moving towards wholeness within our .-r_u.'if:t!:{ and
us. It is about dc.\-':lﬂl:.-m‘g the Flcmb:hrﬂ and wisdom to understand that the thinE‘::-
:iﬁat w:_::t:_cd wz_-.” Fur us t::r.ciaH may need to be nudgc.-:i :_Jutw.]rd or fnrwar& to work
well tomorrow. It is also about Erowing in our minda, bodies and souls. In 5]11".-!1, it
is about recognizing 5omcthin5 is no I{:rngn:r wark:ns_, and then .:Ic\inS M:mething,
about it.
The Divine Feminine is the side of the Divine that has been diminished l'r_q

rc]i5i-.-m For too |on5 It's not 1'_!!1[|.:| in women, for it exists in every woman and man
it is the part of our di'\-‘lﬂltﬂ t|-|a!::-|c:|:{5 to mature if we are to become whole as
human I:-r_-.ing.-:-. It is about dr.sc.crning_. ]usl‘enmg, and |':|err15. The masculine side of
the Divine 1:_~ about puttrngintﬂ action what we have discerned and heard. The
feminine side of the Divine is love, grace and em;:mwr.rm:nt without the feminine
side as its F-artm:r, the masculine side dr.m:h:l'::s rules, rr's'idrtﬂ, and seeks power.
without the masculine as its Fartncr, the feminine accan[i.-.-]ﬁca little.

Hﬂing is that spc.c.ml time when we've done the hard wurlt,, r_nnqucrcrf all

{ d.Fl:icuftics, and Hﬁcn, without war‘ning, cvcrﬁthins comes tog:thcr in way much
better and greater than we could have i':::-Pcd for or dreamed of. Sometimes it
means our work has built the runway for others to take off and fly.

Dancing is a ﬁpccia| way of moving, 'chrcrug_h life's i,ournc&j. It is about

Iistcning to the silent pu|sc &lrcc.hns the ebb and How of all that is, and then
5 {-'nndin_g the trust and courage to move with it.
Science and 5P|rrtua|it5 must become friends—this is the an'_H Fatl'l to a
Future where Earth and its inhabitants continue. Spiritualitg isn't religion. It's a
passion for and P:rr-r:rna| rc|atiana|‘ti]: with the Divine. Science validates the order,
= ru|c5, and PrinciPch with which the Divine moves. Neither Frath is easy to Follow as
and both move and grow. Both can be abused and misused for F!.'.I‘.S-ﬂl'la]
.a.g:_;ran.:iizcmcnt, ower, ar Erccd. In the ncgatiw:, the E'_oa|5 and decisions of both
;_:In: short sishtcci. 13 tth Fina||_r:’ become friends; truth, hnncstﬂ and consideration
_] for the generations to come will result.

The clshtﬂ-nnc women Frrc-.s-:nte.-d in the at{:—rghaﬂk rcprcs:nt one of each
=y of the nine Pha:‘-:ﬁ. There is much to be learned from these women's lives. THcH'vf:
B lived with courage, love and trust to the best of their ability. As with The

- Stnrﬂtc”cr, I !‘lnpc you will iain me in saiuting them.
I leave you with one final t!ﬁausht. it comes from the Chippcwa tradition:
“When you were Earn, you cried and the world rciniccd;

Ma_:_’ you live such a life that when you |:|ir.-_, you réioicc and the world cries.”

Che Mcgwctch I:Thaﬁk you very much)
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